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Press Release

SYMBOLIC OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY IN GERMANY TO 
URGE CHINA TO LEAD ON DARFUR BEFORE BEIJING OLYMPICS

Mia Farrow and others light symbolic Olympic torch at Berlin Holocaust Memorial to call on international 
community – especially China, the next Olympic host – to ensure security for Darfur

	
BERLIN – November 29 – Less than 9 months from the much-anticipated Beijing Olympic Games, human rights activists 
pointedly connected the government of China to the first genocide of the 21st century in a torch lighting ceremony at a site 
that commemorates the Holocaust. The torch lighting was the fourth leg on a relay from Darfur to Beijing through countries 
with a history of genocide and mass killing. [Photos of the event in Berlin are available at www.dreamfordarfur.org.]

“Today, we honor all victims of genocide and mass atrocities at a site that memorializes the terrible events that led to the 
creation of the very term ‘genocide’,” said Mia Farrow, Chair of the Board of Dream for Darfur, at the torch lighting at the 
Holocaust Memorial in Berlin. “As we link survivors of past genocides to the current situation of Darfur, we are reminded 
that the world has turned away again and again in the face of the ultimate international crime.”  

Farrow and other Darfur advocates and genocide survivors came together to pass the torch in memory of the lives lost to 
genocide and mass slaughter and to urge the next Olympic host to take immediate action to bring an end to the violence 
in Darfur. “This flame represents the hope we all share for an end to genocide everywhere,” said Farrow, as she passed 
the torch to Ahmed Musa, a Sudanese from Darfur. 

“We come here today holding a symbolic Olympic torch to demand that China, as Sudan’s closest business partner, 
use its leverage with the government in Khartoum to bring security to Darfur before the Olympic Games begin,” said Jill 
Savitt, Director of Dream for Darfur. “We have now watched three deadlines authorizing a UN/AU peacekeeping force 
pass and are no closer to seeing a peacekeeping force in Darfur. If the Chinese government and the Olympic movement 
are to avoid an Olympics marred by a current genocide that the Olympic host is in a position to stop, they must take 
immediate action.” 

Charlotte Knobloch, President of the Central Committee of Jews in Germany commented during the presentation: “For me 
- who experienced and survived the difficult years of the National Socialist Regime - is it not only an honor to participate 
in the  Project, „Olympic Dream for Darfur“, but also a duty for me and for everyone. It is an obligation for all those who 
must suffer today under war, hate and violence, because it seems that the International community still has not yet lear-
ned from the historic experience of the Holocaust. There is a duty to the present.

Today I would like to call attention to the fact that the remembrance of crimes of the past imply what our actions should 
be for the present. In the end, the Holocaust - even though it came only from Germany - was a moral defeat for the world 
community.  In the end the community looked away too long and recognized too late the hateful dimension of the National 
Socialist Regime.“
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Dr. Michel Friedman, former President of the European Jewish Congress, said after the event: “Darfur demonstrates that 
major violations of human rights are still a reality. Those who do not clearly define their position regarding the Darfur 
crisis are complicit in the death and suffering of thousands of people. China has the opportunity to use their influence 
over Sudan to end the displacement, rape and murder in Darfur. I hope that next year the Olympic dream of peace finds 
its way to Darfur.”

The torch will travel next to Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina on December 7 to be lit by the Mothers of Srebrenica. The 
Dream for Darfur symbolic Olympic Torch Relay began on the border of strife-ridden Darfur and Chad on August 9, where 
Mia Farrow and other Darfur advocates lit the torch. On August 15, 200 Tutsi survivors lit the torch in Kigali, Rwanda, at 
the site of a massacre after UN forces withdrew. On September 25, the torch was lit at the eternal flame at the Genocide 
Memorial in Yerevan, Armenia. After Sarajevo, the Torch Relay will travel to Cambodia on January 20.

REASON FOR CHOOSING THE HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL AS PLACE FOR THE CEREMONY

The Holocaust Memorial is both a powerful remembrance as well as an encouragement for the future. The memorial is 
conditional on the acts of the present and those of the future. The remembrance of the murdered jews of Europe is also 
remembrance of the promise of “never again.“ 

The genocide in Darfur is neither qualitatively nor quantitatively similar to the Shoah.  But it demonstrates that 60 years later 
genocide before the world‘s eyes is still accepted, because the changes in thought and action that should have occurred 
after Auschwitz still have not come to pass.

THANK YOU

To the Holocaust Memorial for allowing us to hold the torch lighting at this dignified place.
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SPEAKERS‘ QUOTES I

Mia Farrow, 
Actress and UNICEF Ambassador:

“Today, we honor all victims of genocide and mass atrocities at a site that memorializes the terrible events that led to 
the creation of the very term ‘genocide. As we link survivors of past genocides to the current situation of Darfur, we are 
reminded that the world has turned away again and again in the face of the ultimate international crime.”  

Charlotte Knobloch,
President of the Central Committee of Jews in Germany:

 “For me - who experienced and survived the difficult years of the National Socialist Regime - is it not only an honor to 
participate in the  Project, „Olympic Dream for Darfur“, but also a duty for me and for everyone. It is an obligation for all 
those who must suffer today under war, hate and violence, because it seems that the International community still has 
not yet learned from the historic experience of the Holocaust. There is a duty to the present.

Today I would like to call attention to the fact that the remembrence of  crimes of the past imply what our actions should 
be for the present. In the end, the Holocaust - even though it came only from Germany - was a moral defeat for the world 
community. In the end the community looked away too long and recognized too late the hateful dimension of the National 
Socialist Regime.“

Michael Michalsky, 
Fashion Designer and RettetDarfur.de Ambassador:

„When it comes to the issue of Darfur, for me there is no question about how bad the violations of human rights are or 
whether we should talk about it as a genocide. It’s about human life – that’s enough for me. It’s a question of humanity 
and rationality – we should raise our voices when basic human rights are violated. Such violations have been happening 
in Darfur for years, so I cannot understand why the world’s response has been so slow.”

Nikki Stone, 
US Olympic Gold Medalist:

“I’m here because I believe in the spirit and promise of the Olympics – and want the Olympic spirit to extend to the people 
of Darfur. I’m concerned about the image of the Olympics being sullied by a host nation that can and should do more to 
stop the ongoing genocide in Darfur.“
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SPEAKERS‘ QUOTES II

Dr. Michel Friedman, 
former President of the European Jewish Congress and journalist:

“Darfur demonstrates that major violations of human rights are still a reality. Those who do not clearly define their position 
regarding the Darfur crisis are complicit in the death and suffering of thousands of people. China has the opportunity to 
use their influence over Sudan to end the displacement, rape and murder in Darfur. I hope that next year the Olympic 
dream of peace finds its way to Darfur.”

Jill Savitt, 
Director of Dream for Darfur:

“We come here today holding a symbolic Olympic torch to demand that China, as Sudan’s closest business partner, use 
its leverage with the government in Khartoum to bring security to Darfur before the Olympic Games begin. We have now 
watched three deadlines authorizing a UN/AU peacekeeping force pass and are no closer to seeing a peacekeeping force 
in Darfur. If the Chinese government and the Olympic movement are to avoid an Olympics marred by a current genocide 
that the Olympic host is in a position to stop, they must take immediate action.“

Ulrich Delius, 
speaker for Society for threatened peoples and RettetDarfur.de:

“Here in Berlin, we stand up alongside survivors of genocides past and present in calling on China to use its influence 
to make good on a promise uttered by the international community time and time again. We, as Germans and as citizens 
of the world, must hold ourselves to the ‘responsibility to protect’ by urging the Chinese government to do everything in 
its power to influence the Bashir regime which pursues a policy of genocide in Darfur.” 

Eva Padberg, 
Model and RettetDarfur.de Ambassador:

”As a UNICEF Ambassador I also have engaged on the issue of Darfur and I realize that it is very complex. However, for 
me, it is totally clear: Darfur is about hundreds of thousands of human lives. And it doesn’t matter what specific reasons 
have lead to the displacement, violation and murder. It is only about one thing: Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights: Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.”

Maxim Biller, 
author and columnist:

“The Darfur crisis is one of the most shocking humanitarian catastrophes of our time. And end of violation of human 
rights is not in sight. That’s why I embrace the engagement of those, who raise their voice to demand worldwide stronger 
diplomatic efforts and military protection for Darfuris and stationed aid organisations. When the international community 
doesn’t act now, there is no hope for the people of Darfur.”
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SPEAKERS‘ BIOS I

Mia Farrow

Mia Farrow has appeared in more than forty films and won numerous awards. Her career took off after she landed a 
starring role in the television series Peyton Place, but full recognition of her talent came after Roman Polanski‘s 1968 film 
Rosemary‘s Baby. Since then she has continually demonstrated her talent and versatility in such films as The Great Gatsby, 
Death on the Nile, A Midsummer Night‘s Sex Comedy, Hannah and Her Sisters, Alice (for which she received a Golden 
Globe award), Husbands and Wives and Reckless.  In 1997, she published a memoir, What Falls Away.
 
Farrow has been a high profile advocate for children‘s rights, working to raise funds and awareness for children in conflict 
affected regions, predominantly in Africa. She is a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador and has worked extensively to draw at-
tention to the fight to eradicate polio, which she survived as a child. Farrow has traveled to Darfur seven times to advocate 
for an end to the crisis in Darfur. She has published multiple op-eds about the genocide in Darfur, including for the Wall 
Street Journal and Los Angeles Times and is a frequent public speaker on the topic. Her website, miafarrow.org, focuses 
on the Darfur crisis.
 
 

Charlotte Knobloch

Charlotte Knobloch was born on October 29, 1932 in Munich. She survived the Nazi period living with a Catholic family 
in Franconia, who passed her off as their illegitimate child. After the war, she returned to her hometown, married Samuel 
Knobloch in 1951 and became a mother of three. Since 1985 Charlotte Knobloch has chaired the Jewish Community in 
Munich and Upper Bavaria. Since 2003 she has been Vice-President of the European Jewish Congress and since 2005 
Vice-President of the Jewish World Congress. She was made an honorary citizen of Munich in 2005. It is thanks to the 
tireless efforts and commitment of Knobloch that the new Jewish Community centre and synagogue opened in the Bavarian 
capital on 9 November 2006. Knobloch’s priorities in the Central Council of Jews include the integration of migrants from 
countries that once formed part of the Soviet Union. 

Ahmed Musa

Ahmed Musa was born in Elginaina, Western Darfur. He has lived in Germany since 1981 and studied business studies at 
the University of Bielefeld. Since 1992 he has worked as a training instructor at the educational institution “AKE-Bildungs-
werk/Vlotho an der Weser.” His major topics are migration, Africa, Middle East, and Islam. In addition to his professional 
work he is very engaged in Sudanese associations in the Diaspora such as „Darfur-Hilfe“ e.V.

Jill Savitt

Jill Savitt is the Director of Dream for Darfur and is responsible for the overall strategy of the organization. Savitt previously 
worked at Human Rights First for six years, first as the Communications Director and then as the Director of Public Pro-
grams. Under her leadership, Human Rights First developed the End Torture Now campaign, which generated significant 
public attention to – and positive change on – U.S. torture and detention policies, and supervised the HOPE for Darfur 
campaign.
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SPEAKERS‘ BIOS II

Before joining Human Rights First, Savitt was a consultant for five years.  She advised a range of non-profit clients on 
communications and policy campaign strategies. Before becoming a consultant, Savitt was the Communications Director 
of the Ms. Foundation for Women where she supervised a national public education campaign called Take Our Daughters 
to Work Day, and organized the communications efforts of the U.S. women‘s NGO community at the UN World Con-
ference on Women in Beijing, China.  In the early 1990s, Savitt was a freelance reporter for WAMU, the NPR affiliate in 
Washington, D.C. For several years, Savitt was an adjunct lecturer at Columbia University‘s School of International and 
Public Affairs (SIPA) where she taught a course called „Media Strategies for NGOs.“

Ulrich Delius

Ulrich Delius was born in Cologne in 1959. He studied law. Since 1986, he has been an Africa consultant with the Society 
for Threatened Peoples in Göttingen. For more than 20 years, Delius has focused his work on armed conflicts and, more 
recently, on the genocide in Sudan.

Michael Michalsky

Michael Michalsky grew up in Bad Oldesloe. After receiving his high school diploma, he studied at the London College of 
fashion until 1992. He started his career as a design manager for Levi Strauss & Co.  From 1995 to spring 2006 he worked 
with Adidas Corporation, and became the Global Creative Director in 2000. For the sportswear manufacturer, Michalsky 
launched and developed corporations and product lines with designers Yoji Yamamoto, Stella McCartney, and rap artist 
Missy Elliott.  He also re-launched a line of older Adidas products with a “retro look.” In May 2005, the Korean Sungjoo 
group of companies, a luxury enterprise, entrusted him with the recreation of fashion label MCM. Michalsky founded his 
own fashion and lifestyle enterprise in Berlin in June 2006. In January 2007, Michalsky presented his first fashion show in 
the Red City Hall of Berlin. He also designs the fashion collections for Tchibo; the first time in 2007 under the label Mitch 
& Company “Summer Basics 2007.” He lives and works in the capital of Germany.

Nikki Stone

Nikki Stone became America’s first Olympic winner in ski-jumping during the 1998 Olympic Winter Games in Nagano, Ja-
pan.  Two years before, she was not even able to stand upright by herself due to a chronic injury. Ten different doctors had 
told her that she would never be able to ski again.  Besides the gold medal, Stone has achieved 35 world cup placements, 
11 world champion titles, four national titles and two international Grand Prix titles. Stone studied sports psychology and 
she is a visiting lecturer at the University of Utah.

Saima Mirvic-Rogge 

Mrs. Mirciv-Rogge was born in Bosnia in 1960 and lived in Sarajevo until 1995 where she worked at the Economy Bank. 
In February 1995 Saima Mirvic-Rogge came to Berlin as a war refugee. In August 1998 she was co-founder of the Asso-
ciation of Traumatised Women “Srebrenica” and served as their chair for 7 years until September 2005. In this capacity, 
Mirvic-Rogge worked to uphold the rights of displaced women and those who had fled Bosnia, as well as for their integra-
tion into society. At Freie Universität Berlin she studied German language and literature studies and history and worked 
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SPEAKERS‘ BIOS III

as an interpreter and translator of the Bosnian, Croatian and Serbian language. For many years Mirvic-Rogge has been 
engaged in several different inter-religious and inter-cultural projects as well as for the project “Muslimische-Stimmen.de” 
[Muslim-voices] that represents the diversity of Muslims in Germany.

Yves Bobito Masanga

Yves Bobito Masanga was born in 1959 in Eastern Congo near the border of Rwanda, which he calls his true homeland. 
His family comes from Rwanda – most of them fell victim to the massacre in 1994. 
Today only his father lives in Kigali, having only survived the massacre because he had been practising medicine outside of 
the country during the period of the genocide. Mansanga lost his family and roots because of the genocide. He has lived in 
many African countries such as Tanzania, Burundi, Zambia, Cameroon, and Uganda. Since 1986 he has lived in Germany 
and is a co-founder of the cultural association “Rwanda Gesellschaft e.V.” He also works as an administration officer at 
the government of Upper Bavaria.

Dr. Tessa Hofmann

In 1969 Dr. Tessa Hofmann studied Slavic and Armenian studies and sociology at Freie Universität Berlin. In 1982 she 
received her Doctorate degree in Slavic studies and sociology and has worked since 1983 as a research assistant at the 
Eastern-Europe Institute at Freie Universität Berlin. She has published many books about Armenia and they have been 
released in eight countries. These include books about the history, culture and present situation of Armenia and the Arme-
nian Diaspora, as well as on the subject of Genocide studies, minorities in Turkey and in the Southern Caucasus. Since 
1979 Dr. Hofmann has been an appreciated volunteer within Germany’s human rights work, for example as Armenia-Co-
ordinator of Society for threatened peoples and head of workgroup „Acceptation – Against Genocide, for international 
Understanding g.e.V.”
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